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Berkshire County's
plastics industry,
which once boasted
around 40 firms,

has always been

a slgnificant part

of the local economy.
One estimate six years
ago found that

the plastics industry
In the Berkshires
employed 3,000 people
and generated

$180 million

in annual sales.
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Plastics trade enjoys an economic rebnund

s b o Berkalire County
indusiry since the late 19th
oonlury, and has icon s
sheare of ugs and diras
Bui there are signa tha
the plastics industey in the Berk-
abvires may e on the eise again,
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GIE Plaitscs, whech maantains g
world plasiics hesdguariers in
Fitisfichl, has abways influcicesl
the Berkshires plastss inlusiry,
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“I think one of the bagges
ichanlages wio've lamd 1 having
GE Plasiss here,” said ‘Wilklam
Krislcnscn Sr. prosidomt of Ha:
Toohi Mbodd & Townl ann Tex; hirmdhapy
Ihne in Patsfiekd “When | firsd
startod mry ooy s 1980, they
came 0 me with material for &
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Juvier Cotte inspects profective lenses fur Otls Elcvater at Hi-Tech Mold & Tool

Hi-Tech Madd & Tosld, whch
manufactures products fior the
miedical mdustry, recently gl
i coniraet with a firm in the asro-
space ncustey e prsbace a plas
tic whrer colbectos for F- 14 Gghie
nlanes, Kristensen said
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